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The Susan Dunker
exhibit, “Colourforms,”
continues in the Sylvia
Winslow Exhibit Gallery
through January 8, 2009.
This exciting exhibit of
Pastels has garnered much
interest from local art lovers
as well as tourists visiting

the Museum. One of the
most exciting aspects of the creation of art
comes from the process and the inspiration
unique to each artist. The following artist’s
statement from Dunker gives us much insight
into the artistic process:

“These paintings in ‘Colourforms’ were
inspired by three trips | took to visit Mexico and
Guatemala. Two were organized trips, and one
was with a friend driving through the Sierra
Madre to Creel and featured a drive down to
Batopilas at the bottom of Copper Canyon.
Each of these adventures resulted in thousands
of digital photographs, the reference shots for
these works displayed here.

“My Medium: | use soft pastels applied
directly to textured paper especially prepared to
hold the pastels without fixative. There is
always some dust that results, but pastels are
the purest of mediums and works done with this

Copper Canyc

medium have lasted for centuries. The
application of the pastel to paper is direct and
satisfying for me.

“What inspires me? Of course, the actual
spots | visited were beautiful. The architecture -
doors, walls, churches - all gave me the textures
| love to represent in pastel. But to me, color is
the focus of all my paintings. | use expressive
color, not local or ‘actual’ color, to represent my
subjects. The wall wasn’t orange, the coconut
tree wasn't purple, but doesn’t it just come to life
next to the blue sky, or the pink sky? That's the
freedom of art, the joy of creating your own
world where color and form merge.”

If you haven’t seen Susan Dunker’s
“Colourforms” show yet, be sure to visit the
Gallery to enjoy this remarkable exhibit. And, a
subtle hint: a Dunker Pastel would make a
wonderful Christmas present for a very special
person! For those unable to ‘
see the exhibit in person, it's
available on-line at our web
site at maturango.org.

Don't forget to thank
our generous “angels” who
sponsored this show, Judy
Fair-Spauldin, Phyllis Hix,
Paul and Chris Meyers, and
The Swap Sheet.
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This newsletter is published monthly by
Maturango Museum

100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 935

The Museum is open every day (excep!

major holidays) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Staff

Board of Trustees

Harris Brokke, Director

Karen Mendoza, Administrator

Sandy Rogers, Curator, Archaeology

Elizabeth Babcock, Curator, History

Camille Anderson, Curator, Natural
History

Mary Adler, Bookkeeper

Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership,
Petroglyphs

Rosemary Lackaye, Gallery
Coordinator

Mary Phillips, Bookkeeping Assistant

Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator

Steve Benson, Museum Assistant

Paula Caudill, Museum Assistant

Penny Loper, Newsletter Editor

Volunteer Chairpersons
Sally Richards, President, Docent

League

Carroll Evans, Chair, Concert
Committee

Sandy Rogers, Chair, Lecture
Committee

Janet Westbrook, Webmistress

Thom Boggs, President

Carolyn Shepherd, Vice President
Skip Gorman, Secretary

Phyllis Lilly, Treasurer

Ron Atkins

Mike Baskerville

Paul Colter

Phyllis Hix

Howard Laire

55

Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Mathdaseum

AltaOne Federal Credit Union

Altrusa

American Association of University
Women

Best Western China Lake Inn

BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast

Boulder Creek RV Resort

Carriage Inn

Center Pharmacy

Coldwell Banker Best Realty

Comfort Inn

Daily Independent

DART

Desert Area Teachers Assoc.

Earth Industries, Inc.

EconoLodge of Ridgecrest

Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913

Exchange Club of Ridgecrest

The Flower Shoppe

Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts

Heritage Inn & Suites

High Desert Haven

High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair

Historical Society of the Upper
Mojave Desert

Inland Adventurer

IWV Water District

Jacobs Sverdrup Technologies

Kern Schools Federal Credit Union

Kiwanis Club

Kristy’s Restaurant

Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix

The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair

Lockheed Martin

McDonald’s

Mediacom

Mojave Desert Bank

News Review

Oasis Garden Club

Optimist Club

Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club

P&R Storage

PG&E

PackWrap Business Center

Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward
Jones

R.B. Sweeping Service

Ridgecrest Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Ridgecrest Automotive

Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce

Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas
Van Lines

Ridgecrest Septic Service

Roadrunner Trading Post

Rotary Club of China Lake

St. Ann Catholic School

Sand Canyon Environmental
Education Program

Santa’s Art Shop

Searles Valley Minerals

Servicemaster of IWV

Sierra Sands Unified School District

Southern Sierra Medical Clinic

Spring Hill Suites by Marriott

State Farm Insurance — Gary Charlon

Studio Eight

The Swap Sheet

TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc.

Tokyo House

TOSS

Union Bank of California

Vagabond Inn

WACOM

The store has new merchandise. | have just been searching high and low for new and exciting

gifts. You must come by and see for yourself.

We have sweatshirts for you and the kids, and wonderful bright shirts for the fall months. The
glassware will always be a fabulous addition to your dinner table. | have promised to keep your all
time favorites: Lois Hinman pottery, Folkmanis puppets, Sally Adams petroglyph wall art, Laurel
Burch purses and wallets, and a huge variety of children books. We also have a selection of Carol
Wilcher’s designer pillows on display. Back by popular demand are the “brush art” Christmas
ornaments, along with a new selection of brass ornaments by local artist Judy French-Scott. Shop
early for the best selection.

Remember, your time spent here visiting and shopping helps keep our doors open for our
future generations of young explorers. Have a wonderful and safe holiday, see you here.
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The holiday season is here again. Itis a time to give thanks for our many blessings and a time
to share greetings with family and friends. | invite you to stop in to our Museum store to do your
holiday shopping. Our store is loaded with items that will make great gifts for your family and friends.

The schedule of upcoming events is again included in this newsletter and is also available on
our website at www.maturango.org, is advertised on our local radio stations, and is featured in the
Chamber of Commerce schedule of community events.

The Maturango Museum hosted a very successful business after hours on November 20. The
business after hours is sponsored monthly by the Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce. Also, the
Museum had a booth at the 14th Annual Community Dinner on November 22nd. It is always great to
be able to share information about our Museum to so many community members — many of whom

are not familiar with all that the Museum has to offer.

On December 6 and 7, the Maturango Museum will again have a booth at Santa’s Art Shop.
We hope to see many of you there. As always, | invite you to stop by the Museum soon and often.

We continue to need volunteers to work in the Museum store and to serve as docents to serve
the community. For more information, please check with Karen Mendoza or Nora Nuckles.

Our goal is to provide a Museum that you will enjoy so that you will come back often and will
encourage your friends to visit and consider Museum membership also.
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The Maturango Museum determined
that a spring date would be more beneficial for
our FUNd-raiser. The new date is March 20,
2009, at Kerr-McGee Center and will still
include a silent and live auction with Cowboy
Huckleberry as our auctioneer. We hope that
YOU might join us in this FUN adventure by
attending our next meeting on December 8 at
10:30 a.m. We are searching for items: art,
jewelry, furniture, handmade items (quilts,
cookies), personal gifts (glider rides, dinners)
or anything else you wish to donate! We will
arrange pick up and storage for your items,
and we ask you to write a short summary and
include a minimum bid. This is also your
receipt. Please call the Museum at 375-6900
for further information.

A set of platforms was donated to the
Museum for use in concerts and lectures. There
are three sturdy and cleverly designed platforms
that fit together in different configurations, as
needed for different occasions, and break down
for easy compact storage.

Special thanks go to the donors, David
Sanders and Arzell Hale, of Searles Valley
Minerals, for the labor and materials in
constructing the platform boxes. Carroll Evans
added his labor for the finishing touches using
funds donated by many concert and lecture
attendees.

These platforms have been seen in
action at the October and November concerts.




Recently | have changed a few of the displays in the exhibit room. The main change is a new
exhibit in the bird case on water birds. Although we live in a desert, many birds associated with water
environments pass through our valley, sometimes stopping for a short visit before continuing their
migration to somewhere else. A selection of these birds (excluding the snow geese that winter over
in the valley) is on display. It is nice to have these specimens out for the public to see, as they rarely
leave collection storage.

A new exhibit is in the mineral display case. It shows minerals that are associated with
gemstones and examples of these gems. Many gemstones are common minerals that are
uncommonly colored due to traces of other elements in their chemical composition. How many
people realize that amethyst is purple quartz? Or that citrine is quartz colored yellow or orange? This
display shows the diversity that occurs in minerals due to varying trace elements that alter the
chemical composition of the mineral and thus its color and/or clarity.

Lastly, displays are different in the discovery area. Small displays dealing with winter and fall
are currently on the walls. Petrified wood is in the drawer case. The current large wall exhibit on
earthquakes will change in December to a fun display on tails. There are many new displays and
exhibits just in time for the holidays. If you have guests in town or the kids are bored, bring them
down to Museum. There is always something new to see!
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Recently we had the pleasure of hosting a visit from a group study
exchange district for a Rotary Club from Thailand. Members from
the club were in the United States for a month and were able to visit
communities throughout our country. The visit to our Museum was
set up by Jinny DeAngelis and Sharon Girod from the Rotary Club
of China Lake. Thanks to Camille Anderson, Sandy Rogers, and
Karen Mendoza, our visitors had a great visit to the Maturango
Museum.
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The attached is a photo showing a donation from AltaOne Federal
Credit Union of two limited edition prints that had been on display
at the AltaOne location on base. These donated items will be sold
at our fund-raising auction that will be held in March of 2009. In
the photo - left to right - are: Linda Fisher, AltaOne Member
Service Manager; Sara De Los Santos, AltaOne Corporate
Member Service Supervisor; Harris Brokke, Director of Maturango
Museum; and Ken Bator, AltaOne Marketing Assistant Vice
President.



To the visitor from the west, Southeast Asia is an assault on the senses, an immersion into a
way of life utterly unlike that to which we are accustomed. Some unique elements of both Viet Nam
and Cambodia are included in this trip. In Viet Nam, we will take a train through lush terraced rice
fields to the highlands of the far northern frontier. Near the border with China we will visit hill tribe
villages (Hmong & Yao) around the small market town of Sapa. We will also sail the South China
Sea on a junk, and include an exploration of the beautiful Halong Bay. In Cambodia, we will wait for
the magic hour at the temples of Angkor Wat, one of the world's man-made wonders. All this and
much more await your arrival. Your unique experiences and impressions will last a lifetime.

An information session regarding the tour will be held at the Museum at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 9, to discuss details and updates. Your attendance does not imply any commitment to
participation. A detailed itinerary is available by contacting Leo Girardot:

by email anytime: magics@ridgenet.net
by phone: 760-375-8737

by mail: 644 Sherri Ct. Ridgecrest, California 93555
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30th Anniversary of the Docent League
Celebration on Sunday, February 8, 2009,
2:00 — 4:00 p.m. at the Maturango Museum

In 1979, Maturango Museum Board President
Jim Baird, new board member Ruth Amster, and
curator Carol Panlaqui envisioned a group of trained
docents, volunteers who would provide tours of the
Museum and outreach programs. With the
participation of experts who were willing to share
their knowledge, the first class of eleven multi-
talented docents was trained. They formed the
Docent League of the Maturango Museum. Each
year more people have become docents. They have
generously shared their knowledge, enjoyment, and
respect for our area with countless visitors,
community members, and school classes.

We current docents are planning a 30th
Anniversary Celebration to honor the founding
docents and Board members, and all former docents
of all years. At the reception, we will have photos
from thirty years of docents at work and printed
stories about unusual events. Some current docent
items will be on display. We invite all Museum
members to join us for the Docents' 30th
Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, February 8,
2009, between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m.

Sundial in the Garden
Coming sometime this spring!

About a year ago docent Donna Sharf
presented the idea of making a human
sundial to the docents, who enthusiastically
agreed. Ridgecrest is a perfect place for a
sundial! After research, consultations, and
discussion of options, we presented the ideas
to the Garden Committee. They are also
enthusiastic. Generous offers of engineering
consultation, artistic and construction help,
and some financial support have followed.
Preparations for construction of the first
phase have recently begun.

The human sundial planned for the
garden area just east of the labyrinth will be
elliptical, about twelve feet wide. A cement
slab marking the months will show the person
where to stand to cast his shadow toward the
hour posts, to show the current time. In the
second phase, we will plan and construct
benches, useful for larger groups, and a Rose
Compass. Elaine and Pete Wiley, Dan
Burnett, and Carroll Evans have worked on

See SUNDIAL, page 6



December 2008

Tuesday, December 2 — docents meeting,
8:30 a.m.

Monday, December 8 — fundraising
committee, 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, December 9 — Leo’s meeting,
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 10 — volunteer
potluck, 12:00 p.m..

Monday, December 15 — board meeting
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 16 — gallery meeting,
9:00 a.m.

Thursday, December 25 — Christmas Day,
Museum closed

Petroglyph trips — Saturday, December 6;
Sunday, December 7; Saturday,
December 13; Sunday, December 14;
reservations required.
Note: some dates may be full, so call
before you submit an application.

Su nd|a| (continued from page 5)

the placement of the hour posts. Thom Boggs, President of
the Board and an artist in cement, has built the forms for the
posts and will construct the posts, with some volunteer
helpers. Skip Gorman, Board Member and artist in metal, is
designing and will create the numbers and metal animal
silhouettes for the hour posts.

In addition to the hour posts and the months-slab, the
first phase will include an instructional sign. Docents are
extremely grateful to those who have offered their expertise
and financial donations to provide this sundial for visitors to
the Museum's outdoor exhibits. Members who wish more
information, or who would like to make a financial donation
to the sundial project, can leave a message at 375-6900 for
Elaine Wiley or Nora Nuckles.
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