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Make your reservations now for the annual meeting and dinner, which will be held on Friday,
February 20, 2009, at the Carriage Inn. Social hour with a no-host bar will begin at 6:00 p.m. Dinner
will be served at 7:00 p.m., followed by the program.

Our speaker for the evening will be Dr. Mark Allen of Cal Poly/Pomona. Dr. Allen will be
speaking on the topic "Archaeology in New Zealand".

The nominating committee will present three (3) candidates who have each agreed to serve as
members of the Board of Trustees. The candidates are Steve Boster, Doris Lance, and Joleigh
Sakraida Rafalski. Their biographies are included in the newsletter for your review.

Tickets are available at the Museum for $35 each. Tickets must be purchased by no later than
February 9. Join us and help us direct the Museum as it continues to serve the Indian Wells Valley
and the entire high desert in 2009 and for years to come.

In the Sylvia Winslow Gallery,
the exhibit of handmade paper/mixed
media by Santa Rosa, California,
artist Linda Ortiz continues through
March 9. This unique artwork has
been an exceptionally well received
show. Ortiz’s craftsmanship is of the

aesthetic vision of the unity of beauty
and function brings an authenticity of
spirit to her work.

Judy Fair-Spaulding; Daniel
Kus, D.D.S.; Aletha S. Benson, R.P.T.
Physical Therapy; and Arrowhead
Mobile Home Park are our sponsors

highest quality. Her manipulation of the for this exceptional exhibit, and we thank them
handmade paper creates the fluidity and for their generosity in helping to bring Linda
softness of well-used chamois in her clothing Oritz’s art to our community. All of the art items
items, and her imaginative crafting in the are for sale, and a portion of each sale goes to
tradition of the ancient Native American benefit the Museum.

The Maturango Museum of the Indian Wells Valley will be hosting a dinner/auction on Friday,
March 20, 2009, at the Kerr McGee Center to raise funds in support of Museum operating expenses.
There will be a silent auction, a raffle, and a live auction. A cash bar will be set up starting at
5:00 p.m., with dinner, catered by Farris's, to be served at 6:00 p.m. Entertainment will be provided
by the Scholastico and Kardia Trio. The silent auction and raffle will begin at 5:00 p.m. and the live
auction begins at 7:30 p.m., with Cowboy Huckleberry as the auctioneer.

See FUND-RAISER, page 7



This newsletter is published monthly by
Maturango Museum

100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 935

The Museum is open every day (excep!

major holidays) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Staff

Harris Brokke, Executive Director

Jane Burbank-Larson, Interim Store
Manager

Sandy Rogers, Curator, Archaeology

Elizabeth Babcock, Curator, History

Camille Anderson, Curator, Natural
History

Mary Adler, Bookkeeper

Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership,
Petroglyphs

Rosemary Lackaye, Gallery
Coordinator

Mary Phillips, Bookkeeping Assistant

Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator

Steve Benson, Museum Assistant

Duane Rice, Museum Assistant

Jessica Waid, Museum Assistant

Penny Loper, Newsletter Editor

Volunteer Chairpersons
Sally Richards, President, Docent

League

Carroll Evans, Chair, Concert
Committee
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Board of Trustees
Thom Boggs, President
Carolyn Shepherd, Vice President
Skip Gorman, Secretary
Phyllis Lilly, Treasurer
Ron Atkins
Mike Baskerville
Paul Colter
Phyllis Hix
Howard Laire

55

Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Mathdaseum

AltaOne Federal Credit Union

Altrusa

American Association of University
Women

Best Western China Lake Inn

BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast

Boulder Creek RV Resort

Carriage Inn

Center Pharmacy

Coldwell Banker Best Realty

Comfort Inn

Daily Independent

DART

Desert Area Teachers Assoc.

Earth Industries, Inc.

EconoLodge of Ridgecrest

Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913

Exchange Club of Ridgecrest

The Flower Shoppe

Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts

Heritage Inn & Suites

High Desert Haven

High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair

Historical Society of the Upper
Mojave Desert

Inland Adventurer

IWV Water District

Jacobs Sverdrup Technologies

Kern Schools Federal Credit Union

Kiwanis Club

Kristy’s Restaurant

Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix

The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair

Liberty Self Storage

Lockheed Martin

McDonald’s

Mediacom

Mojave Desert Bank

News Review

Oasis Garden Club

Optimist Club

Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club

PG&E

PackWrap Business Center

Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward
Jones

R.B. Sweeping Service

Ridgecrest Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Ridgecrest Automotive

Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce

Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas
Van Lines

Ridgecrest Septic Service

Roadrunner Trading Post

Rotary Club of China Lake

St. Ann Catholic School

Sand Canyon Environmental
Education Program

Santa’s Art Shop

Searles Valley Minerals

Servicemaster of IWV

Sierra Sands Unified School District

Southern Sierra Medical Clinic

Spring Hill Suites by Marriott

State Farm Insurance — Gary Charlon

Studio Eight

The Swap Sheet

TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc.

Tokyo House

TOSS

Union Bank of California

Vagabond Inn

WACOM

" #$ %

Donations
Art Cupples
William and Jeannette Davis

Tom and Barbara Frisbee — donation for Docents

Marlyn Hekke and Pat Maddux
Joe Hypnarowski and Daryl Nees

Marian Hills —in memory of Jean Bennett
Emily S. Wight - in memory of Charles Christie

Building Fund

Gary Babcock

Charles and Nancy Robinson
Lois Roy

&&

Holiday Appeal

Mary Adler
Bev and Ron Atkins

Mr. and Mrs. John Cox

Eileen Dietz
E. Norman and Suzanne George

Larry and Elaine Mead
Roger Peck and Terry Mitchell

Lucette M. Poulin
Carolyn and James Shepherd
Rachel Woodard



Message from the Director

The annual meeting for the Maturango Museum will be held on Friday, February 20, at the
Carriage Inn. All members of the Museum are invited and encouraged to attend. This is an excellent
opportunity for the Museum members to find out what the Museum has been doing and what the

plans are for 2009. | hope to see many of you there.

On Friday, March 20, the Museum will be holding a dinner/auction fund-raiser in support of
Maturango Museum operating expenses. The event will take place at the Kerr McGee Center and
will include a dinner, a silent auction, a raffle, and a live auction. Read the details of this
dinner/auction in a separate article in this issue of the newsletter. We are looking for volunteers to

help make this a successful event.

| am pleased to announce that Jane Burbank-Larson is back at the Museum to serve as the
interim store manager. | will be hiring a Museum store manager within the next several weeks, but it
is great to have Jane here to help during the transition.

Thanks to everyone who provided me input on the field trips that you'd like to have scheduled
for this spring. |1 am in the process of scheduling these field trips and expect to announce the
schedule by mid February. Also, the spring Petroglyph tours schedule will be announced in mid
February. Check our website at www.maturango.org for a complete schedule of all Museum
activities. The lectures, concerts, and schedule of artists exhibiting in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit
Gallery are currently posted on the website, and the schedule of field trips and Petroglyph tours will

be added by mid February.

Hope to see you at the Museum soon and often.

Ridgecrest Brass Ensemble Performs February 21

The Ridgecrest Brass Ensemble will
present the fourth concert in the 2008-2009
Maturango Museum concert series in the
Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery on Saturday,
February 21, 2009. The concert will begin at
7:30 pm. Seats are limited to 60, so to avoid
disappointment, get your tickets now in the
Museum store. The price is $8 per adult and
$5 per child 12 and younger.

This is the third performance of the
Ridgecrest Brass Ensemble in the Museum
concert series. The group was formed several
years ago and has been virtually non-existent
until this past year. The Ensemble now
comprises some seventeen members of
various musical background, age, and skill,
aspiring to bring additional opportunities for
performance and enlightenment to the city of
Ridgecrest and surrounding community.

The Ensemble uses a “core” brass
quintet of two trumpets (Rich Fowler and Mick
Rindt), horn (Lisa Austin), trombone (Roger
Lacher), and tuba (Paul Decker). This concert
features Simon Austin on trumpet. Simon,
Lisa, and Roger are music teachers at
Burroughs High School, Monroe Middle
School, and Murray Middle Schooal,
respectively, in our Sierra Sands School
District.

This concert, entitled “Brass Around the
World,” has music selections by composers
from a variety of countries and time periods.
The time frame of the pieces ranges from
Mozart (18th Century) to the 21st Century.
The range of music is from serious to just fun.
Most of pieces will be known to the listeners,
but some will be new to all.

This is a concert of great music that you
will not want to miss!




Our speaker at the 2009
Annual Meeting will be
archaeologist Dr. Mark Allen.

Dr. Allen earned his B.A. in
anthropology from the University of
lllinois in 1984 and moved west
that year to attend UCLA, where
he completed his M.A. work on the
Coso Junction Ranch Site in 1986
and his Ph.D. in 1994 on the

Dr. Allen’s talk is on
“Transformations in Warfare in
Prehistoric and Early Historic New
Zealand”. This talk will focus on
Maori warfare during the prehistoric
and colonial periods of New
Zealand. The Polynesian voyagers
who first settled this land faced an
entirely new and challenging cool
and wet environment. Good

archaeology of warfare in New Zealand. He
has taught at UCLA and Pomona College, and
is currently Associate Professor of
Anthropology at Cal Poly Pomona. He has
also worked for various environmental firms as
an archaeologist, most notably at Fort Irwin
from 1997 to 2000. He has a strong
commitment to involving students in firsthand
archaeological research and to preservation of
the archaeological record. His research
interests include the Mojave Desert, the Pacific
Islands, cultural ecology, political economy,
warfare, and hunter-gatherers. Mark is
currently the President of the Society for
California Archaeology.

horticultural land was rare, and this led to
severe competition and warfare. Elaborate
fortifications were developed to protect both
resources and people. These fortifications
allowed chiefs to increase their power, but at
the same time limited their ability to conquer
their rivals. After European contact, Maori
warfare rapidly adapted muskets and new
forms of fortification. This led to catastrophic
population decreases and eventually pushed
Maori chiefs into a treaty with the British
Empire. By the late 19th century, however,
brutal colonial wars ushered in yet another era
of Maori warfare.
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The docents were occupied in December and January with plans for the 30" Anniversary
Celebration on February 8. We are very excited to visit with former docents as well as those who
have supported us from the league's beginnings. We welcome all those who have been involved with

or would like to celebrate with us on February 8.

The docents have planned a special presentation for members of the AAUW on February 21.
Phyllis Wise, a former docent and member of AAUW, has arranged for this tour. We love our special

events!

IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE IT'S BEEN 30 YEARS!
COME REMINISCE AND CELEBRATE
THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DOCENT LEAGUE OF THE MATURANGO MUSEUM FEBRUARY 8, 2009,
2:00-4:00 IN THE AFTERNOON AT THE
MATURANGO MUSEUM, RIDGECREST, CA
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Like many in the Indian Wells Valley, Steve Boster moved here with no intent of staying more
than a couple of years. That was in 1982. Today, Boster operates a solo law practice at
115 N. Balsam Street, having retired from China Lake in 2006 and opened his law practice the same
year.

A native of Indiana, Boster came to the Valley as an editor at the News-Review. He then
moved to the Daily Independent before joining the staff at the NWC Rocketeer. He became editor of
the paper in 1988 and in 1995 was appointed Public Affairs Officer for the China Lake site of the
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division.

Prior to arriving in the Ridgecrest area, he served as a newspaper editor for several small town
papers in Ohio, Montana, and California. He was also the owner and publisher of the Clarks Fork
Bonanza, Bridger, Montana, for two years. Additionally, he is a former general manager of Chalfant
Press Newspapers in Bishop, California.

He has a B.A. in political science from Cal State Stanislaus in Turlock, an M.S. in
administration from Cal State Bakersfield, and a J.D. from the Concord Law School in Los Angeles.

His wife, Mary, owns PackWrap Business Center; and his son, Joe, lives in Flowery Branch,
Georgia. He combines the hobbies of traveling and collecting good wine to travel around the globe
on wine country vacations. He is also a member and past president of the Rotary Club of China
Lake.

Doris Lance is recognized as a subject matter expert in public affairs strategic planning, media
relations, crisis communication, and special event planning for the U.S. Navy. With twelve years
hands-on experience in Crisis Communication, her ability to accurately communicate to reporters
from the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, National Geographic Magazine, and major television
networks (NBC, ABC, CBS) during high-concern/high-stress incidents, such as the Northridge
earthquake and commercial airline and military aircraft mishaps, has won her Special Congressional
Recognition and numerous Navy Commanders Awards.

Doris is known for her energy and “can do” attitude. A Conrad Hilton (of the famous Hilton
Hotel chain) quote says it best, “Success seems to be connected with action. Successful people
keep moving. They make mistakes, but they don’t quit.”

She developed and continues to lead strategic communication efforts on the effects of the
Base Realignment & Closure 2005 for the Navy at China Lake and Point Mugu. Recently she
redefined ways to reach potential science and engineering applicants by establishing a national toll-
free telephone line, a community information exchange for BRAC 2005 affected employees, and two
full-scale billboards on major California highways (395 and 14).

Her interest in the Maturango Museum began in 2002 when she moved to the Indian Wells
Valley and became a Museum member. Since then she has participated in the community events
and continues to volunteer to lead petroglyph tours for the Museum.

She is an avid hiker. Her adventures have taken her to Torres de Paine in Patagonia, Chile;
the Inca Trail of Machu Picchu in Peru, glacier hiking in Canada and Mount Fuji in Japan.

(Continued on Page 6)
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( (continued from page 5)

My name is Joleigh Sakraida Rafalski. A “re-plant” to the China Lake/Ridgecrest area, | am an
original “desert rat,” born in the Ridgecrest hospital and a graduate of Sherman E. Burroughs High
School. In fact, a high school reunion eight years ago prompted my return; it was then that | met
Tom, now my husband. After high school, | attended California State University, Long Beach, and
graduated from there summa cum laude with a B.A. in Communication Studies.

Following college, | held a series of positions in the private sector that utilized my
communications background in the areas of marketing, corporate communications, business
development, and training in a variety of industries including electronics, fuels, household products,
and automotive lubricants. Perhaps the most recognizable is the household cleaner Simple Green,
aka Sunshine Makers, Inc., where | was Director of Communications.

When | knew my return to the Indian Wells Valley was inevitable, | accepted a position with
AltaOne Credit Union as a Business Development Representative that required calling on and
establishing relationships with companies and city/county governments along the 395 corridor from
California City to Mammoth Lakes. | also conducted financial education classes to a variety of
audiences. In 2007, | was offered the opportunity to work in the Employee Development Division at
NAWCWD and am now an HR/Training Specialist, managing the academic program and procuring
engineering/scientific training as well as providing instruction for some operational procedures.

One of the activities I've missed most since moving is volunteerism and community
involvement. In Long Beach, | served for several years on the Board of the Long Beach Downtown
YMCA. For two decades, | was also an active member and officer of a service group called the
Sandlarks, well-known in the area for more than fifty years for both hands-on and fund-raising
activities that benefited children. For the last several years, the organization has supported Children
Today efforts to establish and sustain day care centers for homeless children.

On the personal side, | dote on my family. Husband Tom, has his own business, Metal
Concepts, doing prototype design and metal fabrication work for a variety of businesses and niche
markets. A single mom for many years to Natalie, just 28, and Michael, now 22, my marriage to Tom
brought a wonderful package deal — a second daughter, Jessica, 26, and another son, Jeff, just 23.
Natalie is Assistant Department Head of Marketing for Yamaha Parts and Accessories. Jessica is
Manager of E-marketing for AltaOne. Jeff and Michael are both in their senior year of college. Jeff, a
biology major at CSU San Diego, was just accepted to UCLA School of Dentistry, and Michael will
soon have his Mechanical Engineering degree. As if two graduations weren’t enough to look forward
to, Jessica and husband, Andrew, are due to make us grandparents in June. Our cup runneth over!

To laugh often and love much; to win the respect of intelligent persons and the affection of children, to earn tt
honest critics; to appreciate beauty; to give of one's self, to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy
patch or a redeemed social condition; to have played and laughed with enthusiasm and sung with exultation;
life has breathed easier because you have lived--that is to RaljghsWaldedameRadph Waldo Emerson



(continued from Page 1)

The Museum is looking for donations of items for inclusion in the auction and is also seeking
sponsors for the event. If you have an item that you would like to donate for auction, please call
Harris Brokke at the Museum at 375-6900 or Ron and Bev Atkins at 446-6700. We will make
arrangements to have the item picked up and will make sure you are recognized for your donation.

If you would like to be a sponsor, the following options are available:

- For a $1,500 corporate donation or a $1,000 family/small business donation, the sponsor
will have a reserved table for eight complete with eight dinner tickets and complimentary
wine. Also, these sponsors will receive 20 raffle tickets, a one-year Museum membership
for non-member table guests, name in the program, significant advertising in the local
media, and major advertising at the event.

- For a $250 donation, the sponsor will receive two dinner tickets, reserved seating, name in
the program, and ten raffle tickets.

Dinner tickets are available at a cost of $30 per person. To make your reservations by phone,
call the Maturango Museum at (760) 375-6900. To make your reservations by mail, send your check
to the Maturango Museum, 100 East Las Flores Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA 93555 or come in to the
Maturango Museum store between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. The Museum is open
seven days per week. Tickets can also be purchased at the Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce,
which is located at 128-B East California Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA.

You may participate in the auction without having dinner. If so, there will be no charge for
entry.

, - (1 #
April 20 - May 8, 2009 —19 Days

To the visitor from the west, Southeast Asia is an assault on the senses, an immersion into a
way of life utterly unlike that to which we are accustomed. Some unique elements of both Viet Nam
and Cambodia are included in this trip. In Viet Nam, we will take a train thru lush terraced rice fields
to the highlands of the far northern frontier. Near the border with China, we will visit hill tribe villages
(Hmong & Yao) around the small market town of Sapa. We will also sail the South China Sea on a
junk, and include an exploration of the beautiful Halong Bay. In Cambodia we will wait for the magic
hour at the temples of Angkor Wat, one of the world's man-made wonders. All this and much more
await your arrival. Your unique experiences and impressions will last a lifetime. A detailed itinerary is
available by contacting Leo Girardot by email anytime: magics@ridgenet.net; by phone: 760-375-
8737; by mail: 644 Sherri Ct. Ridgecrest, California 93555.

The Museum store has been restocked with new merchandise and familiar favorites. Please
remember to shop here for all your special gift needs.

Our store is well stocked with many books about local history, flora, fauna, and characters. If
you plan to take visitors to Death Valley, check out our excellent selection of guidebooks and free

See STORE, Page 8



February 2009

Tuesday, February 3 — docent meeting,
8:30 a.m.

Sunday, February 8 — docent anniversary
celebration, 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 17 — gallery committee
meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Monday, February 19 — board meeting,
7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 20 — annual meeting and
dinner, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 21 — concert,
7:30 p.m.

Maturango Museu
100 E. Las Flores Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

(continued from Page 7)

tourist materials. We are pleased to announce that Liz
Babcock's newest book has arrived! Paperback copies of
Magnificent Mavericks: History of the Navy at China Lake,
California, Volume 3, are on sale for $35. Reviewers give
the book raves, as in the following:

#
$ %"
...and another reviewer says,
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