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 Your artwork needs to be displayed!   The Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery will be hosting the 
Members-Only Art Show July 18 through August 12, 2009.  A reception for the artists will be held on 
Friday evening, July 17, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 Each year reveals new talent along with the progression and development of known artists.  
This event gives the whole community an opportunity to see what creatively talented people live in 
the Indian Wells Valley.  It also gives our local artists a chance to meet and discuss creative ideas 
with each other.   
 Entry forms for the show may be picked up at the Museum Monday through Sunday, from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  There will be an entry fee of $10.  Artwork will be accepted on Wednesday, 
July 15, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. and Thursday, July 16, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Only one item per 
artist may be displayed and must be for sale.  Forty percent of the sale price will benefit the Museum.  
There is a 10% discount on artwork purchased by Museum members during the reception. 
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 Beginning August 15, the 
Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery will 
show the abstract photographic 
works of Gail Martin.  The show is 
titled "Color Infusion" and promises 
to be filled with color and 
enigmatic forms.  A reception for 
this show will be held Friday, 
August 14, at 7:00 p.m. 
 Gail Martin, a local artist of Tehachapi, 
enjoys photographing primarily landscapes 
seascapes, florals, and people.  Her eye for the 
unusual will sometimes have her taking pictures 
and rearranging them to create abstract 
representations of everyday items. 

 Martin, an award 
winning photographer, has 
been photographing the world 
around her since 1974.  Her 
formal training was through the 
public school system and 
private seminars and classes.  
Martin has recently been 
showing at the Tile Art and 

Design Works of Desert Hot Springs, and the 
CrossRoads Gallery of Tehachapi.  Her works 
have also been exhibited at Mill Street Art 
Gallery, Gallery N Gifts of Tehachapi, and Mama 
Hillybeans, Coffee and Community. 
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This newsletter is published monthly by 
Maturango Museum 

100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
The Museum is open every day (except 

major holidays) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Maturango Museum 

Staff 
Harris Brokke, Executive Director 
Jane Burbank-Larson, Store Manager 
Sandy Rogers, Curator, Archaeology 
Elizabeth Babcock, Curator, History 
Camille Anderson, Curator, Natural 

History 
Mary Adler, Bookkeeper 
Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership, 

Petroglyphs 
Andrea Pelch, Acting Gallery 

Coordinator 
Mary Phillips, Bookkeeping Assistant 
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator 
Steve Benson, Museum Assistant 
Duane Rice, Museum Assistant 
Jessica Waid, Museum Assistant 
Penny Loper, Newsletter Editor 

Volunteer Chairpersons 
Paula Herr, President, Docent League 
Carroll Evans, Chair, Concert 

Committee 
Sandy Rogers, Chair, Lecture 

Committee 
Janet Westbrook, Webmistress 

Board of Trustees 
Carolyn Shepherd, President 
Mike Baskerville, Vice President 
Ron Atkins, Secretary 
Thom Boggs, Treasurer 
Steve Boster 
Skip Gorman 
Phyllis Hix 
Doris Lance 
Joleigh S. Rafalski 

ACE Cogeneration Company 
AltaOne Federal Credit Union 
Altrusa 
American Association of University 

Women 
Best Western China Lake Inn 
BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast 
Boulder Creek RV Resort 
Carriage Inn 
Center Pharmacy 
Coldwell Banker Best Realty 
Comfort Inn 
Daily Independent 
DART 
Desert Area Teachers Assoc. 
Earth Industries, Inc. 
EconoLodge of Ridgecrest 
Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913 
Exchange Club of Ridgecrest 
The Flower Shoppe 
Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts 
Heritage Inn & Suites 
High Desert Haven 
High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair 
Historical Society of the Upper 

Mojave Desert 
Inland Adventurer 
IWV Water District 
Jacobs Naval System Group, Inc. 
KZIQ/KWDJ - Sunset Media 
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union 
Kiwanis Club 
Kristy’s Restaurant 
Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix  
The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair 
Liberty Self Storage 
Lockheed Martin 
McDonald’s 

Mediacom 
Mojave Desert Bank 
News Review 
Oasis Garden Club 
Optimist Club 
Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club 
PG&E 
PackWrap Business Center 
Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward 

Jones 
R.B. Sweeping Service 
Ridgecrest Area Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 
Ridgecrest Automotive 
Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce 
Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas 

Van Lines 
Ridgecrest Septic Service 
Roadrunner Trading Post 
Rotary Club of China Lake 
St. Ann Catholic School 
Sand Canyon Environmental 

Education Program 
Santa’s Art Shop 
Searles Valley Minerals 
Servicemaster of IWV 
Sierra Sands Unified School District 
Southern Sierra Medical Clinic 
SpringHill Suites by Marriott 
State Farm Insurance – Gary Charlon 
Studio Eight 
The Swap Sheet 
TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc. 
Tokyo House 
TOSS 
Union Bank of California 
Vagabond Inn 
WACOM 
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 Come and see the new big shaman that was 
recently installed in the Gladys Merrick Garden.  This 
shaman is the latest of numerous sculptures donated to the 
Museum by Milt and Jane Burford. 
 Our sincere thanks go to Milt and Jane for 
continuing to provide this wonderful metal art work for our 
garden.  Thanks also go to CEMEX Corporation of Little 
Lake, California, for donating the red cinders that enhance 
the base of the sculpture. 

Pictured are Bob Westbrook, Milt Burford, Thom Boggs, and 
Ron Atkins.  Photo by Gary Babcock. 
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Message from the Executive Director 
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 The Museum is continuing to conduct a 
membership drive, which began on May 1 and 
continues through the month of July.  Our goal 
is to add 120 individual/family memberships 
and 20 business memberships to the Museum 
during these three months.  All Museum 
members are encouraged to participate.  There 
is a separate article in the newsletter that 
describes the membership drive and also 
includes the forms to be completed for new 
members.  You can also access this 
information on our website at 
www.maturango.org and follow the link to 
"Membership Drive." 
 The Museum has established a new link 
at www.desertyellowpages.com, which is the 
yellow pages for the desert region of Southern 
California.  This website receives over 500,000 
hits per month.  From this website, there is a 
link on the home page to 
www.desertfreecoupons.com; click on 
"Museums" and Maturango Museum appears 
at the top of the list.  Try it and see how easy it 
is.  Having access to a website that gets 
500,000 hits per month is pretty exciting! 
 We are continuing to distribute the 
Maturango News throughout our communities 
so that people who are not Museum members 

can learn more about the Museum.  The 
Maturango News is now available at Ashley 
Furniture HomeStore, AltaOne Federal Credit 
Union, the Carriage Inn, the City of Ridgecrest, 
the Kern County administration building, the 
Ridgecrest Branch of the Kern County Library, 
the Maturango Museum of the IWV, 
McDonalds, NAWS Employee Development 
Office, the Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce, 
and Searles Valley Minerals. 
 There is a separate article in the 
newsletter to provide information on events for 
the second half of 2009.  Even though the 
details of some of the events have not yet been 
finalized, the dates are being included now so 
that you can mark your calendar and be able to 
participate. 
 During the hot summer months, I hope 
that you will make it a point to come in and visit 
us at the Museum.  It's a great place to bring 
your friends and family. 
 We continue to need additional 
volunteers to work in the Museum Store.  For 
more information, please check with Jane or 
with the volunteer working in the Museum 
Store.  We also are looking for new docents.  
For information, please stop in or call and ask 
for Nora Nuckles. 
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 Now that summer is here, we are expecting an influx of families into the Museum.  Fortunately, 
we have some new displays.  The large bird display has changed to “Ground Birds.”  If you want to 
see the difference between California quail and chukar, come by.  We also have on loan a very nice 
mountain quail specimen prepared by Andrew Maurer.  We have a new exhibit (actually an 
overhauling of an older exhibit) on the petroglyphs of our area.  Don’t forget to come and see all our 
new animals on display, if you couldn’t make the open house in May.   
 The Discovery Area always contains changing exhibits and different things for the kids to touch 
and see.  The egg exhibit will continue for part of the summer and will then change to “Feathers.”  
The large wall display in the Discovery Area is now “Optical Illusions.” 
 Don’t forget the outside.  The flowers blooming in the front of the Museum are beautiful.  The 
Museum has yet another wonderful shaman sculpture near the labyrinth.  The garden may be warm, 
but the many lizards seem to enjoy the higher temperatures.  I am always amazed to see the number 
of desert iguanas perched on mining equipment in the garden.  If you need an activity for the family 
sometime this summer, please stop by the Museum and see all of our new exhibits. 
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 “Who ya gonna call?  Who do ya really need?”  Not the ghost-busters!  You need the 
knowledge boosters, the boredom busters!  That would be the Docents.  Join the docents!  Call for 
docent programs.  Can you believe that during May the docents (volunteer teachers) brought 
programs/tours to 735 people?  Our audience included elementary and high school students, and 
some Cub Scouts from Ventura. 
 Yes, docents work hard, but have fun also.  In May we took a field trip to Tomo Kahni, a state 
park, where we saw evidence of Indian culture.  It is located in a beautiful area near Tehachapi.  We 
celebrated at the beginning of June with a potluck at Ruth Amster’s house.  Sally Richards, our now 
past-president, hosted the event.  It was also a birthday party for one of our own, Martha Shoaf, who 
turned 90 years old!  
 In June we brought a modified petroglyph program to four Kern County libraries to support the 
summer reading theme, ”Be Creative.”  After presenting information about rock art, the docents 
hosted stations where the children could create petroglyphs on sandpaper, use the craft foam to 
design petroglyphs, and join in Indian music and dance.  The docents thank the Museum and Camille 
Anderson, our Natural History Curator, for the loan of the petroglyph display panels.  We especially 
thank the many donors who support our endeavors to spread knowledge of the Indian Wells Valley as 
far as we can travel! 
 The docents will take it easy this summer–clean house, work on the computers, write some 
new programs, and prepare for the fall season.  Please join us at the meeting on Tuesday, 
September 1, at 8:45 a.m.  
 
 

 

�
Happy 90th to Martha!  
Martha Shoaf, still 
contributing her sparkling 
personality to docent 
activities at the age of 90, 
enjoys her birthday cake 
along with a few of the 
docents feting her at the 
group’s recent end-of-
the-season luncheon.  
Behind Martha (from 
left) are Penny LePome, 
Sally Richards, Camille 
Anderson, Ruth Amster 
(hostess for the 
luncheon), Elaine Wylie, 
Charlotte Goodson and 
Judy Breitenstein. 

Photo by Liz Babcock 
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A Bonus Is Being Offered Too!  
 

A Maturango Museum gift certificate, valued at $10, will be given to any current member who sponsors a 
new member or family during this three-month membership drive.  This certificate is just like money!  It 
can be used for concert admission, a field trip, or store merchandise.  And that’s not all…if a current 
member sponsors a business, there is a $25 certificate awarded. 
 
You may be asking, how do I get a membership form to sign up my friends, family or business?  The 
forms are available at the Museums’ website, www.maturango.org link to membership drive, in the 
monthly newsletter or at the Museum store. 
 

$100, $150 or $250 Gift Certificate Drawing  
 

What does the new member or new family that joins during May, June or July receive in addition to their 
membership?  The answer…a ticket for the super drawing that will be held at the end of July for a chance 
to win a $100, or a $150, or a $250 Museum gift certificate.     
 
If you have any questions, please stop and see me at the Museum, call me at (760) 375-6900 or send me an email 
at matmus6@maturango.org.  Thanks to all of you for your participation! 
 
 
 
Harris M. Brokke, Executive Director/CEO  
 

                                                                   
                       

 

Instead of a Cattle Drive;  
a Membership Drive 

 May, June and July 2009 
 

Yee-ha!  We want you to join the Museum for education,  
entertainment and recreational enjoyment!! 

 
This is not a wanted poster, but the Museum certain ly wants  you!  In an effort to continue our 
outreach, we are inviting new families in the valle y to join with our current members during our 
May, June and July 2009 Membership Drive. 
 
Serving as the Death Valley Tourist Center and the Northern Mojave Visitor Center, the Maturango  
Museum has a 47-year tradition of providing local residents, guests and out-of-town tourists with natural history and 
historical information on the Indian Wells Valley. 
 
We provide programs such as recreational and archaeology tours to some of the finest petroglyphs in North 
America, monthly lectures, interesting field trips, art exhibits featuring not only local artists but  
artists from across the United States, chamber concerts and a Museum store full of gift-giving  
merchandise such as a superb collection of books, jewelry, and desert themed merchandise, including glassware, 
pottery and metal art. 
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Mark your calendars now so you will be able to participate in the fall series of concerts, lectures and 
field trips.  While some of the details are still being finalized, the dates have been set. 

Concerts are held on Friday and Saturday evenings, and advance reservations are required.  
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the concerts begin at 7:30 p.m.  The fall concert schedule is: 
  

October 23 & 24 - American Art and Music performed by Sergio Ramirez and Catherine 
Douglas  

November 6 & 7 - Classical Guitar performed by Dr. David Asbury 
 

Our concerts are often sold out, so get your tickets early!  Tickets are available at the Museum 
Store and are $8 for adults and $5 for children age 10 and younger. 

Lectures are held on Wednesday evenings, and advance seating is not available.  Come early to 
make sure you get a seat.  Doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the lectures begin at 7:30 p.m.  The fall 
lecture schedule is: 
 

October 14 – Speaker to be announced 
November 18 – Speaker to be announced 

  
Admission to lectures is free, but donations are gratefully accepted. 

Field trips take place on Saturdays, and the itinerary depends on the location to be visited during 
the trip.  Advance reservations are required and should be made at least one week before the 
scheduled date for the trip.  The schedule for field trips follows.  Also, the web sites are provided if 
you'd like more information. 
  

September 19 – Nethercutt Museum and Collection in Sylmar 
[www.nethercuttcollection.org] 

October 3 or October 10 – Little Lake Ranch 
October 10 – Autry National Center of the American West in Griffith Park, Los Angeles 

[www.autrynationalcenter.org]  
November 14 – Page Museum & Tar Pits and Peterson Auto Museum, on Wilshire Blvd. 

in Los Angeles [www.tarpits.org] 
  

The cost for each field trip is determined based on the itinerary for each trip.  The cost 
information for a trip will be available at least six weeks prior to the trip date.  Museum 
members save $15 per person on each field trip. 
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Donations 
Mary Adler - in memory of Everett Greene 
AGSC Mojave Primitive Encampment - Docent Education Program 
Anonymous donor 
Howard and Barbara Auld - in honor of Liz Babcock 
Thom and Toni Boggs - in memory of Dr. Hugh Hunter 
Thom and Toni Boggs - in honor of Cindy and Scott Fox’ s new daughter 
Thom and Toni Boggs - in honor of Brad and Jayne Isham’s new son 
Peggy Breeden - for History Curator's printer 
Bridge Unit 518 - in memory of Everett Greene 
Milt and Jane Burford - installation of garden statue and dom e 
CGCI Wildflower Conference 
Leroy and Carol Corlett - in memory of Everett Greene 
Alan and Roberta Dalbey - in memory of Coral Sawyer 
Samuel J. Doran 
Richard Ehlers - for History Curator’s printer 
Gary and Carol Hewer 
William R. Holst - in memory of Everett Greene 
Rich and Jane Larson 
Adam Kuklin and Deborah Green - in honor of Liz Babcock 
William and Barbara Hall - for History Curator’s printer 
Frank Knemeyer - for the History Curator's printer 
Caroline S. Maddock 
Charlie Massieon and Laura Mogg 
Donna C. Malone-Weals and Frederick H. Weals 
Jane McEwan - in memory of Dr. Hugh Hunter 
Jenny McLaughlin 
The Hiking Vikings (Katie Chenault, Frank Knemeyer, Ted and El eanor Lotie, Steve and 

Leah Little, Ditty Riggs) - in memory of Dr. Hugh Hunter  
Owens Peak Group AKA Sierra Club - SEEP Program and Museum 
Mike and Deanne Ripley-Lotee 
George Silberberg - for History Curator’s printer 
The Thrift Shop - for Museum Docent League 
UPS - matching funds from Ron Spees 

Building Fund 
Thom and Toni Boggs - in honor of new grandson 
City of Torrance Employees - in memory of Mrs. Dorothy Jac kson 
Susan McEwan - in memory of Dorothy Jackson 
Dwight Morgan - in memory of Bob Berry 
Ed and Fran Van Valkenburgh - in honor of new grandchild, Jocelyn Fairchild 

Holiday Appeal 
UPS - matching funds from Ron Spees 
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De Etta Becker 
Eric and Sandy Bosley 
Jill and Al Bradford 
Margie and Lacy Davis 
Bob and Carol Dezellem 
Frank Deits 
Amy and Dan Goriesky 

Jim Graves  
E. W. Janson 
Sam and Joy Johnson 
Stephanie E. Leach 
Lowell McDaniel and Family 
Mary D. McKinnon 
Charlie Massieon and Laura Mogg 

Andrew and Terry Mitchell 
Jack H. Murray 
Melanie Preul 
Greg Reis 
Brent Summers 
Deborah Wheeler 
Elizabeth Zbinden
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July 2009 

Fri., July 17 – gallery reception, 7:00 p.m. 

Mon., July 20 – Board of Trustees meeting, 7:00 
p.m. 

Tues., July 21 – gallery meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

August 2009 

Fri. August 14 – gallery reception, 7:00 p.m. 

Mon., August 17 - Board of Trustees meeting, 
7:00 p.m. 

Tues., August 18 – gallery meeting, 9:30 a.m. 
Petroglyph Trip Schedule 

No Petroglyph tours in July and August.  The fall schedule will be placed on our website on August 20. 
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