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Continuing this month in the
Sylvia Winslow Gallery is the exciting
Monika Steiner "Equinox" exhibit.

Steiner paints and sculpts full
time. She also teaches abstract art in
workshops and offers private lessons
in Marin County. She is currently
represented by Geras-Tousignhant
Gallery in San Francisco and Erickson
Fine Art in Healdsburg.

Francisco area eight years ago. She
earned her BFA degree from Sonoma
State University, has had several solo
shows since then, and is in private
collections here and abroad.

Don't miss this sculpture/
Painting exhibit! It's outstanding. We
thank our sponsors, Judy Fair-
Spaulding; Phyllis Hix, in honor of Hyle
and Myrtle Houston; Dick and Debbie

Monika was born in Benson; and Dick and Gerry Wisdom.
Switzerland, and found her artistic The Steiner exhibit will continue

voice when she moved to the San Emergence through July 8, 20009.

Message from the Executive Director

The Museum hosted an open house on May 17 and invited everyone in the community to
attend and see the many changes that have been made in the Museum exhibit hall and in the Gladys
Merrick garden during the past several months. It was gratifying to see such a large turnout for this
event.

The Museum is continuing to conduct a membership drive which began on May 1 and
continues during the months of May, June, and July 2009. Our goal is to add 120 individual/family
memberships and 20 new business memberships to the Museum during these three months. All
Museum members are encouraged to participate. There is a separate article in the newsletter that
describes the membership drive and also includes the forms to be completed for new members. You
will also be able to access this information on our website at www.maturango.org and follow the link
to Membership Drive.”

Starting with the May issue of the Maturango News, we began making the newsletter available
in various locations throughout the community so that people who are not Museum members can
learn about their Museum. | decided that it would be much easier to add new members if non-
members were provided better access to information about the Museum and the services that we
offer. The Maturango News is currently available at Ashley Furniture Home Store, AltaOne Federal
Credit Union, the Carriage Inn, the City of Ridgecrest, the Kern County administration building, the
Ridgecrest Branch of the Kern County Library, the Maturango Museum of the IWV, McDonalds,
NAWS Employee Development Office, the Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce, and Searles Valley

Minerals. Additional locations will be added later.
See MESSAGE, Page4
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Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Mathdaseum

ACE Cogeneration Company

AltaOne Federal Credit Union

Altrusa

American Association of University
Women

Best Western China Lake Inn

BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast

Boulder Creek RV Resort

Carriage Inn

Center Pharmacy

Coldwell Banker Best Realty

Comfort Inn

Daily Independent

DART

Desert Area Teachers Assoc.

Earth Industries, Inc.

EconoLodge of Ridgecrest

Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913

Exchange Club of Ridgecrest

The Flower Shoppe

Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts

Heritage Inn & Suites

High Desert Haven

High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair

Historical Society of the Upper
Mojave Desert

Inland Adventurer

IWV Water District

Jacobs Naval System Group, Inc.

KZIQ/KWDJ - Sunset Media

Kern Schools Federal Credit Union

Kiwanis Club

Kristy’s Restaurant

Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix

The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair

Liberty Self Storage

Lockheed Martin

McDonald’s

Mediacom

Mojave Desert Bank

News Review

Oasis Garden Club

Optimist Club

Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club

PG&E

PackWrap Business Center

Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward
Jones

R.B. Sweeping Service

Ridgecrest Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Ridgecrest Automotive

Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce

Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas
Van Lines

Ridgecrest Septic Service

Roadrunner Trading Post

Rotary Club of China Lake

St. Ann Catholic School

Sand Canyon Environmental
Education Program

Santa’s Art Shop

Searles Valley Minerals

Servicemaster of IWV

Sierra Sands Unified School District

Southern Sierra Medical Clinic

SpringHill Suites by Marriott

State Farm Insurance — Gary Charlon

Studio Eight

The Swap Sheet

TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc.

Tokyo House

TOSS

Union Bank of California

Vagabond Inn

WACOM

On behalf of the Maturango Museum Board of Trustees and the Executive Director, | thank you

for all of your help and assistance, as several of our escorts were unable to do tours this spring due to
different health concerns. Thus, this caused a severe shortage of escorts, but many of you
volunteered to do more than your share to allow our tours to go out with good, qualified leaders and
co-escorts.

To the new escorts, welcome!

| hope you enjoy a good summer, and | will be contacting everyone in August for the fall
schedule.

Again, thank you all.
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Yee-ha! We want you to join the Museum for education,
entertainment, and recreational enjoyment!!

This is not a wanted poster, but the Museum certainly wants you! In an effort to continue our
outreach, we are inviting new families in the valley to join with our current members dur ing our
May, June and July 2009 Membership Drive.

Serving as the Death Valley Tourist Center and the Northern Mojave Visitor Center, the Maturango
Museum has a 66-year tradition of providing local residents, guests and out-of-town tourists with natural history and
historical information on the Indian Wells Valley.

We provide programs such as recreational and archaeology tours to some of the finest petroglyphs in North
America, monthly lectures, interesting field trips, art exhibits featuring not only local artists but

artists from across the United States, chamber concerts and a Museum store full of gift-giving

merchandise such as a superb collection of books, DVD’s, and jewelry.

A Bonus Is Being Offered Too!

A Maturango Museum gift certificate, valued at $10, will be given to any current member who sponsors a
new member or family during this three-month membership drive. This certificate is just like money! It
can be used for concert admission, a field trip, or store merchandise. And that’s not all...if a current
member sponsors a business, there is a $25 certificate awarded.

You may be asking, how do | get a membership form to sign up my friends, family or business? The
forms are available at the Museums’ website, www.maturango.org link to membership drive, in the
monthly newsletter or at the Museum gift shop.

$100, $150 or $250 Gift Certificate Drawing

What does the new member or new family that joins during May, June or July receive in addition to their
membership? The answer...a ticket for the super drawing that will be held at the end of July for a chance
to win a $100, or a $150, or a $250 Museum gift certificate.

If you have any questions, please stop and see me at the Museum, call me at (760) 375-6900 or send me an email
at matmus6é@maturango.org. Thanks to all of you for your participation!

Harris M. Brokke, Executive Director/CEO



M essage (continued from Page 1)

As of the date of this
article, very limited information
was available on the success of
this membership drive, but | will
be reporting the statistics in the
July, August, and September
newsletters.

The Museum has recently
received nine display panels that
provide pictures and information
on the Petroglyphs in Little
Petroglyph canyon. Four of
these panels are now on display
in the exhibit gallery. All of the
panels will be used for displays at
the Fall Fair at the Desert Empire
Fairgrounds, at the annual
Community Dinner, and other
community events throughout the
year. | want to thank Steve
Gyford for his volunteer work to
prepare these panels for the
Museum. Also, thanks to Carroll
Evans and Camille Anderson for
their work that made this all
possible.

As | mentioned in the
previous newsletter, | ask that
you consider the Museum when
you are doing estate planning
and also when you consider
making tax deductible
contributions.

We continue to need
volunteers to work in the Museum
Store. For more information,
please check with Jane or with
the volunteer working in the
Museum Store. We also are
looking for new docents. For
information, please stop in or call
and ask for Nora Nuckles.

Our goal is and always will
be to provide a museum that you
will enjoy so that you will come
back often and will encourage
your friends to visit and consider
Museum membership also.

Donations for New Printer Sought

The Epson 2200 pigment-ink printer | have been
using for the last several years is about to bite the dust, and
I'm hoping some generous donors might step forward to
make purchase of a replacement possible.

| use the Epson to create photos, posters, exhibits,
panoramas — a variety of museum uses calling for high-
guality, long-lasting color and black-and-white prints. Since
both Gary Babcock (my technical advisor on this and other
computer-related matters) and | were owners of 2200s and
had them fail, we were aware that days were numbered for
the Museum's 2200.

The 2200 is still printing, but it's giving me messages
that make it likely that it will soon fail. Since the printer is
now an obsolete piece of equipment, and since any problem
that gets complicated at all requires shipping the printer off
to a remote site, replacement rather than repair appears to
be the best option.

Gary has spent several weeks looking at discussions
of pigment-ink (archival) printers, and he has come up with a
recommendation: the Epson Stylus Photo R1900.
Discussion online indicates that this printer, which is
currently priced at around $500, is an excellent choice for
serious amateurs. (Pros would probably go for much bigger,
heavier, more expensive printers that we simply don't have
the room or the money for).

The HP Photosmart Pro, which | have at home, is a
wonderful printer too, but it's about three inches wider than
the Epson, which itself is about three inches wider than the
shelf where it needs to sit — about all the incursion | can
take into my already limited workspace!

Another problem with the Photosmart Pro is that it
doesn't print panoramas. (Well, some folks on the Internet
say they've gotten it to do so, but I've never been able to.)
Since my panoramas bring several hundred dollars of profit
to the Museum each year, the fact that the Epson R1900
does panoramas up to 44 inches long is another big plus for
it.

Finally, the R1900 prints on both glossy and matte
paper with none of that tedious (and ink-wasting) swapping
of ink cartridges that the 2200 has required.

Any contributions to help defray the cost of this
expensive, but necessary, Museum tool will be gratefully
accepted. Please just send your check to the Museum with
"Curator's Printer" in the memo line.

Thank you!



Docent Doings

This is my last month as docent president,
but certainly not as a docent! | look forward to
focusing on learning more of our programs,
assisting, and participating in all docent activities.
At our year-end potluck in June, our officers for
2009 -10 will begin their term: Paula Herr,
President; Cam Alden, Vice-President; Terry
Ratcliff, Secretary; Camille Anderson, Treasurer.
Congratulations to each of you! Although Elaine
Wiley chose to leave the position of Secretary-
Treasurer, she is continuing as computer
librarian and chair of the sundial committee.

Docents have had a busy and exciting
May. We presented programs to more than 25
school classes during May, and found time for
three special docent field trips as welll We were
delighted to have seven classes come to the
Museum to tour the exhibits and grounds. In
addition, during May docents brought various
other programs to the schools to 14 classes.
During the final month for this year's SEEP (Sand
Canyon Environmental Program), docents
presented the classroom portion to all the fourth-
grade students at Faller on April 30 and at
Inyokern, Immanuel, and Richmond schools in
May. Several docents also helped at SEEP
stations during the Sand Canyon field trip days.

For many students and adults, the
highlights of our programs are their chances to
feel the surprisingly soft coyote fur, touch the
mounted lizard that looks like one they've seen
running, or gaze at the real mounted insects up

close. We are fortunate to be able to introduce
such specimens and other "realia" to students of
all ages, and for that we are very grateful to our
donors. In May WACOM gave us a generous
donation to help purchase mounted specimens
when repair is no longer adequate. Recently,
Kerncrest Audubon Society paid for the
preparation of a beautiful kestrel. AAUW and
some individual donors also recently made
contributions to support the docent program. We
greatly appreciate everyone's support!

Work continues on our various projects.
During April some docents and their families
helped Thom Boggs pour and brush the cement
hour posts for the sundial. Thom and helpers are
attaching the numbers and animal silhouettes
made and donated by Skip Gorman. We are
very grateful to Thom Boggs and Skip Gorman,
and to everyone who contributed, including major
donor Ann Faith. Ann is supporting the sundial in
memory of her husband Bill. During June
docents will again make presentations as part of
the summer reading program at Kern County
Libraries in Ridgecrest, Mojave, Rosamond, and
Lake Isabella. This year's theme is "Be
Creative.”

Does this all sound to you like being a
docent might be fun? Itis! If you would like to
know more about docent activities, please call
the Museum, 375-6900, and leave a message for
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator. We
welcome you to join us!
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Now that the weather is warmer, the Museum has been getting a
number of reports and questions about snakes in our area. Most people are
not interested in the many species of non-venomous snakes in the region,
but only those that can be harmful to people and other animals. In our
valley, there are only two venomous snakes that need to concern us. Both
are rattlesnakes.

Rattlesnakes belong to the pit viper family. There are 6 species of rattlesnake in California. All
have movable, hollow fangs to deliver venom. The fangs retract when the snake eats its prey. Pit
vipers are characterized by a temperature sensitive structure or pit on their face between the eye and
nostril. Rattlesnakes are split into two groups, but those in our area belong to the genus Crotalus.
They are distinguished by their wide triangular heads, elliptical pupils in their eyes, and the rattles on
their tails. The rattles start as a hard button at the end of the tail of a recently born rattlesnake. As
the snake sheds its skin, it adds a segment to the rattle. As this is not a yearly process, one cannot
tell the age of a rattlesnake by counting the segments of its tail, except in a very general way.

Rattlesnakes inhabit a variety of environments. They can occur from sea level to about 11,000
feet. They mainly eat small mammals and birds, but also reptiles and frogs. They bear live young
and can live up to 20 years in captivity. Since their color and patterns are variable even in the same
species, the best way to distinguish between many species of rattlesnake is to count the number and
shape of scales on their heads and compare. Needless to say this is not something people do when
looking at a rattlesnake encountered in the wild.

Sidewinders (Crotalus cerastes) range from about 17-33 inches in length. It is the smallest
rattlesnake in California according to the Dept of Fish and Game. They are usually light tan in color
and have characteristic hornlike scales above their eyes. They move in a sideways “S” shape, hence
the name. This rapid locomotion has two advantages for the snake. First, it is very effective in sand.
Second, the snake’s body does not have as much contact with the ground, so it can move across
heated surfaces better. Itis chiefly nocturnal, and hides during the day in a burrow or coiled in a
depression near a shrub.

Mojave rattlesnakes (Crotalus scutulatus) are much larger than sidewinders at 24 to 51 inches.
They are not only green in color but can also be shades of brown, tan or yellow. They are common in
areas of scattered shrubs such as the creosote bush scrub. Mojave rattlesnakes are ill tempered and
contain potent venom that is both a neurotoxin and hemotoxin.

A few other rattlesnakes commonly encountered near the Indian Wells Valley are the speckled
rattlesnake, a subspecies called the Panamint rattlesnake, the northern pacific rattlesnake, and the
Great Basin rattlesnake. The last two are subspecies of the western rattlesnake.

Rattlesnakes use their rattles as a warning. They move their tail in a rapid sideways motion.
The warmer or more agitated the snake is, the faster the rattle. Sometimes rattlesnakes will strike
without giving a warning rattle. Snakes are only able to rattle after two sheddings, because they need
at least two segments of the rattle to make noise. Baby rattlesnakes are not able to rattle, although
they can deliver venom. Most rattlesnakes can control the amount of venom they inject. Sometimes
they will bite but inject no venom.

Rattlesnakes are cold blooded, but can tolerate cooler temperatures more than hot ones.
They are more active at night, as is their prey. During the spring and fall you might see them during
the day, but when temperatures are hot in the summer, they are only active at night and in the
mornings and evenings. Rattlesnakes tend to not actively hunt prey, but are ambush hunters, waiting

See SNAKES, Page 7



(continued from Page 6)

for prey to come to them. They position themselves in areas frequented by their prey. They can
climb trees and shrubs to drop down on their prey, and they can also swim, although they are seldom
seen in water.

To avoid being bit by a rattlesnake, first do not put your hands or feet where you cannot see
them. Do not wear sandals or have bare feet in wild areas. Do not tromp through thick brush. If
hiking in brush areas, wear long pants and hiking boots. Do not pick up a dead rattlesnake or its
head; the fangs can still inject venom. If you see a rattlesnake, leave it alone. If one is near you,
back away (make sure you look behind you). If you hear a rattle, freeze and try to determine where
the snake is. Back away. In all wildlife encounters, use common sense.

If someone is bitten, get the person to the hospital as quickly as possible. The person bitten
should not drive. There have been many first aid treatments for rattlesnake bites over the years.
Most are now discredited. Do not apply ice, heat, electric shock, tourniquets, or pressure bandages.
The tissues swell up greatly around the bite and pressure bandages magnify the tissue damage. Do
not use incision, suction, or extraction devices over the wound. The amount of venom removed is
very small, and these procedures just damage the tissue more. The best thing is to calm the person
bitten and immobilize the extremity after removing jewelry or constricting clothing. If possible gently
wash the wound with soap and water. Then get the victim to the hospital as quickly as possible.

Sidewinder Mojave Rattlesnake

Interesting snake bite statistics

Males are bitten by rattlesnakes two to four times more than females. The average victim is 24 years
old. Three out of five victims were intentionally handling the snake. One-quarter of all victims
appeared to be intoxicated. Four out of five were bitten on the hand or finger. A study in Arizona of
several hundred snake bite victims found 85% were male and one in five were children. About 800
rattlesnake bites are reported throughout the U.S. annually.

More information

California Reptiles and Amphibians--http://www.californiaherps.com/index.htmi

University of Arizona College of Pharmacy--
http://www.pharmacy.arizona.edu/outreach/poison/rattlesnake.php

University of California Integrated Pest Management online--
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74119.html

California Dept. of Fish and Game-- http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/issues/snake.html

Tucson Herpetological Society-- http://tucsonherpsociety.org/brochure.html

DesertUSA--www.desertusa.com

FDA-- http://www.fda.gov/fdac/features/995 snakes.html

Peterson Field Guide Western Reptiles and Amphibians by Robert C. Stebbins

Tread Lightly, Venomous and Poisonous Animals of the Southwest by Rich and Margie Wagner
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June 2009

Tues., June 2 — docent meeting, 11:30 a.m. at the home
of Ruth Amster; contact Museum for details

Mon., June 15 — Board of Trustees meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Tues., June 16 — gallery meeting, 9:30 a.m.

July 2009
Fri., July 10 — gallery reception, 7:00 p.m.
Mon., July 20 — Board of Trustees meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Tues., July 21 — gallery meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Petroglyph Trip Schedule

June 6, 7

Note: ThePetroglyph Trip Schedule for the fall will be
available on our website at www.maturango.org by
approximately August 20, 2009 and will also be included
in our September newsletter

The China Lake Astronomical Society will

operate the Maturango Museum

Observatory, for public viewing, on the

following dates:

May 21, 2009, viewing at 8:30 p.m.
June 18, 2009, viewing at 8:30 p.m.
July 16, 2009, viewing at 8:30 p.m.
August 20, 2009, viewing at 8:00 p.m.
Sentember 17. 2009. viewina at 7:30 n.m.

Maturango Museu
100 E. Las Flores Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
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