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 Stephen Ingram will speak on "Cacti, Agaves, and Yuccas of California and Nevada" at the 
November 19 lecture.  The multimedia presentation explores some of the unique attributes of the 
cacti, agaves, and yuccas and highlights what makes them such intriguing components of our native 
plant communities.  With stunning images of their colorful blossoms and unusual growth forms, this 
program showcases a number of species and varieties that occur in California's deserts and coastal 
areas.  The main slideshow-talk will be approximately 40 minutes, with time for questions.  A second 
10-minute show set to music illustrates the beauty of these remarkable succulents.  Following the 
presentation, Stephen will sign copies of his new book from Cachuma Press, Cacti, Agaves, and 
Yuccas of California and Nevada. 
 Stephen Ingram is a native Californian with a long-time interest in plants and plant ecology.  
He received a B.S. degree in biology from Lewis and Clark College, and an M.A. degree in botany 
from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  Following graduate school, Stephen was employed 
as part of the Research Department at Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Florida, managing the 
herbarium and working on an epiphyte flora of Monteverde, Costa Rica.  He has also worked as a 
botanical consultant doing rare plant surveys in the Eastern Sierra and the Mojave Desert.  Stephen 
is past president of the Bristlecone Chapter of the California Native Plant Society.  His photos have 
been used in numerous books, magazines, and calendars. 
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 In the Sylvia Winslow Gallery 
for the November 15 – January 8 
(2009) exhibit entitled “Colourforms” 
is the work of former local artist Sue 
Dunker, who will be showing pastel 
artwork based largely on her travels 
to Guatemala and the Yucatan 
Peninsula and Copper Canyon in 

Mexico.  The wonderful architecture 
and details of churches and building facades of 
these areas caught her eye and became the 

focus of her bright, expressive colorism.  
Also included in the show are two 
abstracts, the result of a workshop with 
Robert Chapman, assistant to William de 
Kooning for over seven years. 
 The reception for the artist will be 
held on Friday evening, November 14, at 
7:00 p.m., with the artist’s talk starting at 
7:30.  All artwork sold to Museum members 
during the reception will receive a 10%  

See DUNKER, page 4 
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This newsletter is published monthly by 
Maturango Museum 

100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
The Museum is open every day (except 

major holidays) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Maturango Museum 

Staff 
Harris Brokke, Director 
Karen Mendoza, Administrator 
Sandy Rogers, Curator, Archaeology 
Elizabeth Babcock, Curator, History 
Camille Anderson, Curator, Natural 

History 
Mary Adler, Bookkeeper 
Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership, 

Petroglyphs 
Rosemary Lackaye, Gallery 

Coordinator 
Mary Phillips, Bookkeeping Assistant 
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator 
Steve Benson, Museum Assistant 
Paula Caudill, Museum Assistant 
Penny Loper, Newsletter Editor 

Volunteer Chairpersons 
Sally Richards, President, Docent 

League 
Carroll Evans, Chair, Concert 

Committee 
Sandy Rogers, Chair, Lecture 

Committee 
Janet Westbrook, Webmistress 

Board of Trustees 
Thom Boggs, President 
Carolyn Shepherd, Vice President 
Skip Gorman, Secretary 
Phyllis Lilly, Treasurer 
Ron Atkins 
Mike Baskerville 
Paul Colter  
Phyllis Hix 
Howard Laire 

AltaOne Federal Credit Union 
Altrusa 
American Association of University 

Women 
Best Western China Lake Inn 
BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast 
Boulder Creek RV Resort 
Carriage Inn 
Center Pharmacy 
Coldwell Banker Best Realty 
Comfort Inn 
Daily Independent 
DART 
Desert Area Teachers Assoc. 
Earth Industries, Inc. 
EconoLodge of Ridgecrest 
Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913 
Exchange Club of Ridgecrest 
The Flower Shoppe 
Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts 
Heritage Inn & Suites 
High Desert Haven 
High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair 
Historical Society of the Upper 

Mojave Desert 
Inland Adventurer 
IWV Water District 
Jacobs Sverdrup Technologies 
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union 
Kiwanis Club 
Kristy’s Restaurant 
Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix  
The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair 
Lockheed Martin 
McDonald’s 
Mediacom 
Mojave Desert Bank 

News Review 
Oasis Garden Club 
Optimist Club 
Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club 
P&R Storage 
PG&E 
PackWrap Business Center 
Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward 

Jones 
R.B. Sweeping Service 
Ridgecrest Area Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 
Ridgecrest Automotive 
Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce 
Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas 

Van Lines 
Ridgecrest Septic Service 
Roadrunner Trading Post 
Rotary Club of China Lake 
St. Ann Catholic School 
Sand Canyon Environmental 

Education Program 
Santa’s Art Shop 
Searles Valley Minerals 
Servicemaster of IWV 
Sierra Sands Unified School District 
Southern Sierra Medical Clinic 
Spring Hill Suites by Marriott 
State Farm Insurance – Gary Charlon 
Studio Eight 
The Swap Sheet 
TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc. 
Tokyo House 
TOSS 
Union Bank of California 
Vagabond Inn 
WACOM 

�
(CONCERT ARTICLE) 
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 Since our last newsletter, I have begun 
contacting businesses to discuss with them the 
values of joining our Museum as business 
sponsors.  Several new businesses have joined 
and are also willing to provide information for 
their staffs about the values of individual and 
family memberships.  I will be regularly 
contacting businesses and individuals throughout 
the community to increase business and family 
memberships. 
 Additional progress continues to be made 
toward planning for the Museum expansion.  We 
have been meeting with Valley Steel to finalize 
the interior building design, including mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing.  We should have the 
estimated material costs and total construction 
costs before year end.  Upon receipt of that 
information, it will be shared with the public. 
 I am very pleased to report that a number 
of service clubs in Ridgecrest and Trona have 
asked me to present my Power Point 
presentation that describes the Museum 
operations and provides details of our building 
expansion plans.  I have had the privilege to 
share this information with additional 
representatives from the city, with the Trona 
Lions Club, the Altrusa club, and with the 
management team for Sierra Sands Unified 
School District.  My offer is still open to meet with 
any service or business group in the area. 

 I invite you to stop by the Museum to do 
your holiday shopping in our Museum store, and 
to enjoy the displays by our local artists, which 
will be featured through November 12.  We are 
very fortunate in this community to have so many 
very talented artists.  While you are at the 
Museum, you will also want to purchase your 
tickets for the field trips, concerts, and lectures 
that are scheduled for November and December. 
 The schedule of events is included in this 
newsletter and is also available on our website at 
www.maturango.org, is advertised on our local 
radio stations and featured in the Chamber of 
Commerce schedule of community events.   
 We continue to ask for volunteers to work 
in the Museum store and to serve as docents.  
For more information, please check with Karen 
Mendoza or Nora Nuckles. 
 The Maturango Museum had a booth at 
the Desert Empire Fair from October 16 through 
the 19, as well as at Maturango Junction on 
October 25.  We were pleased that so many 
residents of our community stopped by our booth 
to say hi and learn more about the Museum 
activities and our expansion plans.  
 As always, I invite you to stop by the 
Museum soon and often.  Our goal is to provide a 
Museum that you will enjoy so that you will come 
back often and will encourage your friends to visit 
and consider Museum membership also. 

��������	����
����
��
��
����������	
������
����	��������������

����	����	� ���

��	
������	�����	���
�

���������
��
�	�������
������

�� ������!������� "�����	��
��	�� ���
�#������	����$� %	&����	
�����
�'��&��
�	��
�$(�� ��
�	
����

	��) �����*��
������*��!��
� ���+�
�	
��� ������)����
��, �* 
 	�- �� 	�
�
�

���������������� �
�������������	 ���������
����	��

 The weather is changing outside, and we here at the Museum are getting ready for the holidays.  
Don’t wait, come on in and start your holiday shopping now.  We have great gift ideas for your friends and 
family members. 
 I want to encourage our Museum members to come in and see the Museum.  I am sure it has been 
a long time since many of you have visited.  In the month of November, we will have two out-of-town trips, 
a two-day concert, one lecture, six community meetings, an art reception, and our first Business After 
Hours — we are a HAPPENING MUSEUM.  
 Looking forward to seeing everyone here!  Have a happy Thanksgiving! 
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discount, and part of each sale will go to benefit the Museum.  The gallery committee is 
extremely happy to be able to welcome home a very popular artist and offer Dunker’s 
unique art to the community once more! 
 After retiring as a graphic designer for the Base, Sue concentrated on her art full 
time.  She was selected as a Top 100 artist in the highly prized Arts for the Parks 
contest in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.  She has been selected for and won awards in many 
juried shows, including the Northwest Pastel Society, San Bernardino International 
Show, New Orleans International Art Show, Scottsdale Best and the Brightest, and the 
San Luis Obispo Art Center Annual Brushstrokes show. 
 She earned her B.A. from the University of California, Los Angeles, in art history 
and has taken many workshops from well known artists, including William Hook, Donna 

Howell-Sickles, Ann Templeton, and her mentor, William Herring. 
 Sue currently splits her time between Los Osos, a small community near Morro Bay, and Utah, where 
her son and daughter both live. 
 The Museum thanks our generous sponsors for this show:  Judy Fair-Spaulding, Phyllis Hix, Paul & 
Chris Meyers, and The Swap Sheet. 
 We look forward to seeing all of you at the reception and throughout the two-month exhibit.  This is one 
you are going to want to visit more than once! 
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 The Open Studio Tour has been a 
wonderful adventure that has been a true 
community event.  For me, the final feeling is that of 
true affection and appreciation for all of the people 
involved in making it a reality.  First of all, the Tour 
would not happen without artists who are willing to 
open their studios to the community.  Being a part 
of the Tour involves a great deal of preparation, 
and I appreciate what this year’s artists have done 
to be ready for the public.  Thank you all for your 
creativity, courage, and enthusiasm! 
 The support and encouragement of the 
Museum staff and volunteers has been completely 
helpful.  I cannot thank everyone enough.  Harris, 
Karen, Mary, Rosie, Paula, Toni, and Fran – thanks 
for everything and for just being there.  Those who 
work at the store and have so carefully handled the 
paperwork from the artists, sold tickets, and hung 
posters – all of your work is appreciated.  The 
gallery committee has been outstanding at giving 
whatever support they can.  This includes the 
wonderful people who make our receptions such a 
great event.  I also want to thank our volunteers 
who worked their way through the weekend taking 
care of the store, the artists, and our Tourists.  You 
are great. 
 I hold each of the Open Studio Tour 
committee members close to my heart.  They each 
have given so much of their time, energy, and 

knowledge.  The work that has been done by Lois 
Hinman, Betty Spindler, Rosemary Lackaye, Pat 
Rogers, and Andrea Pelch has been an inspiration 
to me and has kept the process on track.  There 
are just not enough words to thank them for all they 
have done.  A special thanks to the Cerro Coso 
students who have been such a help. 
 I would also like to thank Judy Fair-
Spalding; Louise & Carl Morley; Hockett’s Builders’ 
Supply; Windows, Walls & Floors; The Potted Barn; 
Pat Roger’s Green Tree Studio; Baxendale’s; 
Studio Eight Gallery; Cerro Coso Community 
College; Desert Bear Arti-Crafts; TMS Matting and 
Framing; Farris’ Diner; Santa’s Art Shop; Desert 
Valley Painting Service; California Retirement 
Plans, LLC; T.J Frisbee Bicycles; Benson Pottery; 
Paula Caudill; Alana Stein; Paintings & Pottery by 
Lois Hinman; Serendipity; Betty Spindler’s Ceramic 
Food; Art in the Woods; Jerry Bradley; Peggy 
Busch; and Fred Hartson for their sponsorship of 
the Tour booklet and the gallery show.  A special 
thanks for everything that has been done for 
promoting this event by Ruth Justis and the Daily 
Independent and our friends at the News Review.  
All of your time and help is appreciated! 
 And my biggest thank you of all is to all of 
you who came out, visited with our artists, and gave 
us your time and support.  THANKS!!!  See you 
next year! 
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 The Docent League is growing in number!  Nancy McCrary, Paula Herr, Terry Ratcliff, and Marge 
Fulton have already been active.  Marge participated in an Indian program last month.  Paula easily returned to 
her role of a docent as she led two bat programs for the Las Flores Kindergartens.  Terry accompanied us on 
Bat programs and stepped right in to help.  We are fortunate that Paula, Terry, Nancy, and Marge have joined 
us.  By the way, we have plenty of spaces for more docents!  We have many program requests to fill.  Don’t 
worry!  The children love Museum specimens! 
 Our “Awesome Three,” three Pallid bat specimens mounted all in a row, stole the show as we 
presented Bat programs in October.  These bats were prepared and donated by our taxidermist.  Karen 
Mendoza’s father made the Plexiglas display case for the bats.  Pallid bats live in our desert.  They have a 
wingspan of 15-16 inches and long ears.  Pallid bats use these ears to hear scorpions, crickets, centipedes, 
and the like on the ground.  The pallid bat lands on the ground and crawls to catch its prey!  It accomplishes all 
of this at night, in the dark!  As I said last month, bats are our best friends!  
 The docents had 21 requests for Bat programs in October.  As of writing this article, we have presented 
6.  The docents have been requested for 5 Bone programs and two Indian programs this month as well.  I am 
hoping to have enough docents to fill these programs.  
 Docents shared specimens from the docent collection at the fair and at Maturango Junction.  We were 
very busy in October, and this month looks to be very busy with many Indian requests. 
 Sandy Rogers, the Museum’s Natural History Curator, will present a newly developed Indian 
PowerPoint program to the docents at our November 4 meeting.  Come join us at 8:45 a.m. for coffee.  Our 
meeting begins at 9:00 a.m.  
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 We were really excited earlier this month to 
receive six new birds from the taxidermist.  He 
finished work on a great blue heron, 
female California quail, great horned owl, 
red-tailed hawk, male red crossbill, and 
mountain quail.  They look terrific!  We 
thank Mike Dorner of Oak Creek 
Taxidermy in Tehachapi for his excellent 
work.  The red crossbill and great horned 
owl are destined to be docent specimens 
and will visit classrooms around the 
valley.  The other birds fill gaps in the 
Museum collection, and will be on rotating 
display in the bird exhibit case.  The next 
bird exhibit will be on water birds and will 
feature the new great blue heron.  It will be 

up by the second week of November.   
 The Museum is always happy to be adding 

specimens to the Museum.  If anyone 
would like to help us defray the costs of 
transforming dead animals into 
wonderful Museum specimens, we have 
a special fund just for collection and 
management of exhibits.  I would like to 
thank Terri Middlemiss, Steve Benson, 
Brenda Burnett, and Rachel Woodard for 
their donations of birds to the Museum.   
 Remember that the Museum will 
only accept recently deceased animals 
in good condition that we need for 
collections or docents.  There is a list of 

these animals in the Museum. ���
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April 20 - May 8, 2009 (19 Days) 

 To the visitor from the west, Southeast Asia is an assault on the 
senses, an immersion into a way of life utterly unlike that to which we 
are accustomed.  Some unique elements of both Viet Nam and 
Cambodia are included in this trip.  In Viet Nam, we will take a train 
through lush terraced rice fields to the highlands of the far northern 
frontier.  Near the border with China, we will visit hill Tribe villages 
(Hmong & Yao) around the small market town of Sapa.  We will also 
sail the South China Sea on a junk, and include an exploration of the 
beautiful Halong Bay.  In Cambodia, we will wait for the magic hour at 
the temples of Angkor Wat, one of the world's man-made wonders.  All 
this and much more await your arrival.  Your unique experiences and 
impressions will last a lifetime. 
 An information session regarding the tour will be held at the 
Museum at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 4, to discuss details and 
updates.  Your attendance does not imply any commitment to 
participation.  A detailed itinerary is available by contacting Leo 
Girardot by email anytime (magics@ridgenet.net), by phone (760- 375-
8737), or by mail (644 Sherri Court, Ridgecrest, CA. 93555) 
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November 2008 
Saturday, November 1 – Mc Farland trip, 6:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 4 – docent meeting 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 4 – lecture 7:30 p m. 

Friday, November 14 – gallery reception 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 15 – Getty Villa Museum 
7:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 18 – gallery meeting 
9:00 a.m. 

Thursday, November 20 – Business After Hours 
5:30 p.m. 

Friday, November 21 –  brass concert 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, November 22 –  brass concert 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 27 – Thanksgiving Day, 
Museum closed 

Petroglyph trips Saturday, November 1; Sunday, 
November 2; Saturday, November 15; 
Sunday, November 16; Saturday, November 
22; Sunday, November 23; reservations 
required. 

 Note:  some dates may be full, so call before 
you submit an application. 


