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 Our exhibit in the Sylvia 
Winslow Gallery for September 
features Maria (Prebilic) Coit, 
popular local mixed media artist 
and member of our gallery 
committee.  The reception for the 
artist will be held on Friday, 
September 12, from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. in the gallery.  The 
artist’s talk will begin at 7:30.  We hope to see 
you all there. 
 Maria’s work is a delightfully eclectic mix 
of digital prints, woodcut, and painting.  The 
artist, a graduate of the Kansas City Art Institute, 
explains that her work over the last few years 
explores what art is at its very core.  “What 
makes a piece beautiful?  What makes it 
meaningful?  What makes it ‘art’?”  She believes 
that art should be accessible to everyone.  It 
should be pleasing to look at.  It should reflect 
the artist's innermost feelings.  Most of all, it 
should originate from the soul.  

 Says Coit of her goal in 
creating her art:  “The work that I am 
presenting is a reflection of all these 
ideas.  This exhibit is composed of 
pieces that are the ethereal and 
fantastical explorations of the beauty 
I find around me everyday.  They are 
inspired by the photographs I take 
and the images I see.  Each one 

reflects my optimism and the joy I experience in 
everyday life." 
 The committee is very pleased to have 
the chance to be able to share the art of Maria 
Coit with our community.  As always, members 
buying art on the evening of the reception will 
receive a 10% discount, and part of each sale 
from the exhibit goes to benefit the Museum.  
Our generous sponsors for this show are Judy 
Fair-Spaulding; Dick & Gerry Wisdom, Gail 
Marie Petty AAMS - Edward Jones, and Mojave 
Desert Bank.  The exhibit will run though 
October 8. 
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This newsletter is published monthly by 
Maturango Museum 

100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
The Museum is open every day (except 

major holidays) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Maturango Museum 

Staff 
Harris Brokke, Director 
Karen Mendoza, Administrator 
Sandy Rogers, Curator, Archaeology 
Elizabeth Babcock, Curator, History 
Camille Anderson, Curator, Natural 

History 
Mary Adler, Bookkeeper 
Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership, 

Petroglyphs 
Rosemary Lackaye, Gallery 

Coordinator 
Mary Phillips, Bookkeeping Assistant 
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator 
Steve Benson, Museum Assistant 
Paula Caudill, Museum Assistant 
Penny Loper, Newsletter Editor 

Volunteer Chairpersons 
Sally Richards, President, Docent 

League 
Carroll Evans, Chair, Concert 

Committee 
Sandy Rogers, Chair, Lecture 

Committee 
Janet Westbrook, Webmistress 

Board of Trustees 
Thom Boggs, President 
Carolyn Shepherd, Vice President 
Skip Gorman, Secretary 
Phyllis Lilly, Treasurer 
Ron Atkins 
Mike Baskerville 
Paul Colter  
Phyllis Hix 
Howard Laire 
 

AltaOne Federal Credit Union 
Altrusa 
American Association of University 

Women 
Best Western China Lake Inn 
BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast 
Boulder Creek RV Resort 
Bud Eyre Chevrolet 
Carriage Inn 
Center Pharmacy 
Daily Independent 
DART 
Desert Area Teachers Assoc. 
Earth Industries, Inc. 
EconoLodge of Ridgecrest 
Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913 
Exchange Club of Ridgecrest 
The Flower Shoppe 
Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts 
Heritage Inn & Suites 
High Desert Haven 
High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair 
Historical Society of the Upper 

Mojave Desert 
Inland Adventurer 
IWV Water District 
Jacobs Sverdrup Technologies 
John’s Pizza 
Junk Food Junction/Buggy Bath 
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union 
Kiwanis Club 
Kristy’s Restaurant 
Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix  
The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair 
Lockheed Martin 
McDonald’s 
Mediacom 

Mojave Desert Bank 
News Review 
Oasis Garden Club 
Optimist Club 
Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club 
P&R Storage 
PG&E 
PackWrap Business Center 
Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward 

Jones 
R.B. Sweeping Service 
Real Estate Professionals 
Ridgecrest Area Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 
Ridgecrest Automotive 
Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce 
Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas 

Van Lines 
Ridgecrest Septic Service 
Roadrunner Trading Post 
Rotary Club of China Lake 
Sand Canyon Environmental 

Education Program 
Santa’s Art Shop 
Searles Valley Minerals 
Servicemaster of IWV 
Sierra Sands Unified School District 
Southern Sierra Medical Clinic 
St. Ann Catholic School 
Studio Eight 
The Swap Sheet 
TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc. 
Tokyo House 
TOSS 
Union Bank of California 
Vagabond Inn 
WACOM 
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 Now that school is back in session, you should come into the Museum and see the changes 
that have been going on during the summer!  Thom Boggs and Carroll Evans have added a beautiful 
protective barrier to our ecology islands so that we can safely put on display our wonderful new 
snakes.  As some of you know, we have recently had a problem with vandalism, and both the 
sidewinder and Mojave rattlesnake were removed from the ecology islands display.  We now have a 
new sidewinder and Mojave rattlesnake in this exhibit.  It has been slightly modified and spruced up, 
and looks wonderful!  In addition, we have added the skull of a bighorn sheep.   
 The discovery area has changed all of its displays, including the large wall exhibit, which is 
currently Magnification.  That display will probably change toward the end of September to 
Earthquakes and California.  We have all sorts of new things scattered around the Museum.  This is a 
good time to come in and visit! 
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 Since our July newsletter, much progress has been made toward planning for the Museum 
expansion.  Our general contractor, Valley Steel, has been charged to put together final plans for the 
Museum expansion and the reconfiguration of the existing Museum space.  In early August, we met 
with Valley Steel to begin developing detailed plans for plumbing, mechanical, electric, etc.  Within 
the next two weeks, soil samples will be taken for analysis and surveyors will be on site.  Valley Steel 
will soon provide us with an estimate of material costs and total construction costs for this project.  
Upon receipt of that information, it will be shared with the public. 
 With the help of our Building Fund-raising Committee, I have put together a PowerPoint 
presentation to be used for presentations in the community to describe the Museum operations and 
provide details of our building expansion plans.  I will be contacting various service clubs and 
businesses in the area served by the Museum to set up an appointment (about a 30-minute 
presentation) to share this information and answer any of your questions.  If your business or service 
club is interested in a presentation and I have not yet called you, please contact me to set up an 
appointment.   
 I invite you to stop by the Museum to shop in our Museum store, take in the Curator’s display 
in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery as well as the permanent displays in our exhibit hall and to get 
information on the schedule for art exhibits in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery, field trips to other 
Museums and places of interest in Southern California, as well as concerts and lectures that are held 
in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery.  Tickets can be purchased at the Museum for field trips and 
concerts.   
 This schedule of events is included in this newsletter.  Information is also available on our 
website at www.maturango.org, will be advertised on our local radio stations, and be featured in the 
Chamber of Commerce schedule of community events.   
 To increase tourism in the greater Ridgecrest area, the schedule will also be available on a 
number of other websites, including the Ridgecrest Area Convention and Visitors Bureau [RACVB] at 
www.visitdeserts.com, the County of Kern Board of Trade at www.visitkern.com, and the visitors 
guide for the state of California at www.visitcalifornia.com.    
 We are always looking for volunteers to work in the Museum store and help answer questions 
regarding interesting things to do in the high desert.  If you are interested in volunteering for four 
hours a week, stop in to the Museum store and talk to Karen Mendoza and the volunteers.   
 During your next visit to the Museum, please stop by and say hi.  I would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss the Maturango Museum (your Museum) with you.  Our goal is to provide a 
Museum that you will enjoy so that you will come back often and will encourage your friends to visit 
and consider Museum membership also. 
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 On July 20, a day in local history for the 
flood of 2008, the Open Studio 
Tour had a kick-off get-together.  
There were artists, art, food, 
and beverages.  It was a great 
opportunity to bring together 
some of our artists who have 
participated in the past and 
many of our new artists.  We 
had a demonstration of some of the ideas for 

marking the way to your studio and ideas for 
getting your studio ready for 
visitors.  The artists who have 
been a part of this event in the 
past had some great ideas to 
share.  The artists were able to 
get more information on the 
Museum Artists Book also.  
Other than the rain coming 

See OPEN STUDIO, page 6 
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 The many Maturango Museum friends of Dr. Jean Bennett are 
mourning her July 18 death at the age of 78. 
 Her obituary in the local newspapers gave information about her 
towering accomplishments as a world-renowned scientist in the field of 
optics.  For us here at the Maturango Museum, Jean was better known 
as someone who wanted the very best for the Museum and would let no 
obstacle stand in her way until her wish was fulfilled.  That meant giving 
whatever it took in terms of her own time and money, as well as dogged 
persistence in getting others to march along the same path. 

 She had a lifelong interest in flora, fauna, and the earth sciences, 
and she was a founding member of the Maturango Museum, as well as a 

member of the Museum Board for many years.  She worked diligently on a variety of committees as well.  
Jean was never comfortable with publicity about her many donations to the Museum, but once when I 
interviewed her she did give permission for me to list the following in hopes that others would be inspired 
by her example: 

�  She donated many Sylvia Winslow paintings to the Museum’s permanent collection. 
�  She spearheaded publication of Sylvia’s two books and several other publications, contributing 

funds and editing expertise to make them happen.  
�  She was a major funder of our current building, and a driving force behind our ongoing 

expansion plans. 
�  She was project manager for the electronic sign in front of our building (a sign that’s not only 

the best-looking electronic sign around town, but also a highly effective way to get people to 
visit us and participate in our activities).  

�  She used her expertise in optics to create (with Carroll Evans) “Kitty,” our most popular exhibit.  
�  She gave her largest gift to us on Christmas 1995, when she added a stipulation in her living 

trust that gives her house and its contents to the Museum. 
 Asked once why she donated so much, Jean explained, “A bequest to the Museum is a wonderful 
way to have the good you do live on after you’re gone.”  She also expressed the wish that others would be 
inspired by her example. 
 That said, what better way to remember Jean than by giving a donation to the Building Fund in her 
name?  To ensure that the funds are properly credited, please write “Building Fund in memory of Dr. Jean 
Bennett” on your check’s memo line and send the check to Maturango Museum, 100 E. Las Flores Ave., 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555. 
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down in torrents and concern if 
everyone would get home safely, a good 
time was had by all.  We were just so 
glad we didn’t have a picnic! 
 We are still selling ads for the 
Open Studio Tour booklet, so any 
business or individual who wants to 
purchase an ad can contact Rosemary 
at matmus5@maturango.org or Debbie 
at rbenson82@mchsi.com.  And we 
would be more than happy to sell you an 
ad. 
 Remember to put October 25 
and 26 on your calendar.  This is the 
weekend of the Tour! 
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 Recently Sandy Rogers and I were noticing that we have 
become inundated with professional journals, and we decided 
that there might be other people interested in them.   
 The two main journals that are piling up are Science from 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science and 
Geology from the Geological Society of America.  Science News 
is also available.  Those issues that we decided not to add to the 
Museum library (the vast majority) will be available to anyone who 
wants them by asking at the front desk.  You can either read and 
return them, or take them home and use them for wallpaper.  So 
anyone with an interest in science or geology should come in and 
peruse the reading material available.  Take it home with 
you...Please! 

Jean Bennett with Sylvia Winslow 
painting 
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Building Fund 
Thom and Toni Boggs 
Thom and Toni Boggs in memory of Ron Keck 
Janis Buck-in memory of Dick and Bernice Boyd 
Dennis Burge 
Jon Gerhart 
Don and Charlotte Goodson in honor of Gary Babcock and in memory of Bob Berry 
Tom Sutak 
John and Roberta Ward 

Summer Appeal Donations 
Mary and Joe Adler 
John Aldridge  
Bill and Miriam Cartwright 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cox 
Louise Feist 
Phyllis Glass 
Elaine and Peter Hail 
Bill and Barbara Hall 

Wally Hirsch 
George T. Ikeda 
Florence Joles 
Ann Kapernick 
Linda Klabunde 
Elaine Miller 
Audrey and Harvey Nelson 
Sandy and Fran Rogers 

Tim Centola and Cathey Stites 
William and Donna Stratton 
Samuel B. Treat, Jr.  
Edward and Eleanor Winnemore 
Don and Mary Witcher 
Wayne and Ingrid Zellner 

Memorial and Honoring Gifts 
Mary and Joe Alder in memory of Jean Bennett 
Thom and Toni Boggs in memory of Jean Bennett 

Larry and Karen Mendoza in memory of Alex Shlanta 
Thom and Toni Boggs in memory of Alex Shlanta 

Other Contributions 
Frank and Miriam Cartwright 
Elaine Dietz 

Anthony and Dori Magliari 
Pat Wharton 
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 The Museum store is stocked full of new 
wonderful merchandise.  Come in and shop for 
your home and gifts ideas.  I hope all our 
members will encourage their friends and 
neighbors to come in to the Maturango 
Museum Store and see if there might be 
something we would have just perfect for 
them…WE ALWAYS DO!!! 
 I am happy to announce our exciting trip 
destinations for everyone and their families.  
They are posted on the fall schedule.  I hope 
you will relax and visit with old friends, and 
make new friends all the while Keith does the 
driving.  We will be heading north, south, east 
and west.  We’ve got you covered.  
 The Concert Committee also has been 
working hard to keep the community very 
happy. We will provide three wonderful 

opportunities to attended concerts here at the 
Silva Winslow Gallery this fall season. 
 The Fund-raising Committee will be 
collecting donations for our AUCTION, 
November 8.  Please contact us at 375-6900 to 
help you with pick-up or delivery.  Proceeds 
from this fund-raiser will go toward our 
operational fund.  
 Finally, we have recently had another 
volunteer move away to be close to family.  I 
appeal to all of our members who have an 
extra four hours a week to come in and speak 
to one of our dedicated volunteers.  I realize no 
one could convince you how rewarding and 
relaxing it is to be here, helping out guests and 
visitors, better than a VOLUNTEER. 
 Have a safe and great month.  See you 
here!!! 
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 How can it be?  Docent vacation is nearly over!  Although school started in August, docents 
began services to the schools after our September 2 meeting.  During the summer, some docents 
began planning our 30th year celebration for February 2009.  Others inventoried items needed for 
programs and continued to put new programs on the computer.  A few docents compiled some 
information to help in the application for a new SEEP grant.  Everyone is enthusiastic about the new 
docent year. 
 DOCENTS NEED YOU!  DON’T BE SHY.  ADMIT IT!  YOU HAVE A SECRET DESIRE TO 
JOIN the DOCENT LEAGUE of the MATURANGO MUSEUM.  
 TOP TEN REASONS TO BE A DOCENT 

10. Try something new; learn a new skill! 
9. Volunteer in the community; share your talents. 
8. Enjoy the Museum behind the scenes. 
7. Get acquainted with the Museum staff and volunteers. 
6. Make new acquaintances. 
5. You find animals very COOL and specimens intriguing. 
4. Plants are your “thing.” 
3. Unique field trip opportunities 
2. Learn about our desert and community from experts 
1. Share your wealth of knowledge with others of all ages. 

 Now that you know you can’t resist, come join us at our meeting on October 7 at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Museum gallery.  We always have coffee, tea, and treats.  See you there.  
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 Weather permitting, the Museum’s observatory will 
be opened for public viewing on Thursday evening, 
September 25.  Viewing will start at 7:00 p.m.  In addition to 
the Museum’s telescope, members of the China Lake 
Astronomical Society will bring binoculars and other 
telescopes. 
 If you arrive early in the evening, the planet Mercury 
will be visible in the west, as well as the planet Venus.  
Jupiter and its moons will be the main object as the evening 
progresses. 
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September 2008 

Monday, Sept. 1 – Labor Day, Museum 
closed 

Tuesday, Sept. 2 – docent meeting, 
9:00 a.m. 

Friday, Sept. 12 – galley reception, 
7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 13 – Bowers Museum, 
7:00 a.m. 

Monday, Sept. 15 – Board meeting, 
7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 16 – gallery committee, 
9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 20 – petroglyph trip, 
6:30 a.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 21 – petroglyph trip, 6:30 a.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 27, – Little Lake trip, 
7:30 a.m. 


